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Mohnke’s group ran swiftly, crutched, in Indian file









Scores of frightened citizens crowded the platform, hiding 
from the fierce battle that had raged overhead for several 
days





Mohnke and his group initially wanted to cross the Spree 
via the tunnel, but were prevented from this as the 
watertight bulkhead doors were closed for the night. Hence, 
they had to surface on the south side of the river









Mohnke and his team found another passage, a – 
miraculously unguarded - footbridge, the ‘Schlütersteg’, a 
little further west. This passage no longer exists



Mohnke now took advantage of the ruins and proceeded 
through basements, courtyards, gardens and devastated 
houses and streets, slowly and arduously making their way 
north till they reached the Museum of Natural History on 
Invalidenstrasse









This is as far as the Mohnke team made it north for this 
first leg of their journey. In 1945 this area housed the 
Maikäfer Barracks. At the entrance to the barracks, a T34 
tank blocked the road, its turret swiveled ominously 
towards the newcomers. Mohnke, having no anti-tank weapon 
available, made a hasty retreat
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